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Key	
  Points	
  

Have	
  another	
  life!	
  for	
  good	
  solid	
  ‘theory:	
  	
  The	
  ‘outside’	
  as	
  an	
  
expansive	
  pracAced	
  space;	
  material	
  working	
  in	
  music,	
  film,	
  art	
  –
ceramics,	
  theater	
  remains	
  jointed	
  to	
  conceptual	
  ones	
  !	
  	
  
	
  

Collabora1ve	
  Camaraderie	
  -­‐-­‐	
  across	
  disciplines	
  and	
  those	
  who	
  
are	
  considered	
  as	
  ‘non	
  academics’,	
  and	
  with	
  “younger	
  scholars”	
  both	
  
in	
  authorship	
  and	
  substanAve	
  argumentaAon.	
  Their	
  field	
  work	
  taken	
  
seriously	
  evolves	
  theoreAcal	
  agency	
  to	
  open	
  new	
  theoreAcal	
  ground.	
  	
  
	
  	
  

Prac1cing	
  textured	
  “field	
  work”	
  is	
  almost	
  always	
  
upli>ing!	
  	
  academic	
  being	
  experimental	
  and	
  experienAal	
  	
  -­‐-­‐	
  just	
  as	
  
doing	
  music,	
  art,	
  craN	
  shapes	
  our	
  own	
  agency	
  of	
  
enjoyment,	
  laughter,	
  and	
  of	
  good	
  cheer!	
  	
  
	
  

Take	
  the	
  Context	
  Seriously,	
  and	
  the	
  constellaAons	
  that	
  
consAtute	
  it:	
  SituaAonally	
  located	
  theorizaAon	
  



Academia	
  is	
  not	
  an	
  abstrac1on	
  but	
  Materialized	
  in	
  Departments:	
  	
  	
  ‘..We	
  
don't	
  need	
  no	
  thought	
  control,	
  No	
  dark	
  sarcasm	
  in	
  the	
  classroom..’	
  	
  

•  Departments	
  need	
  to	
  slow	
  down!	
  To	
  accept	
  (not	
  give)	
  space	
  for	
  slow	
  intent,	
  to	
  
catch	
  one's	
  breath,	
  to	
  relieve	
  the	
  ceaseless	
  anxiety	
  of	
  grades,	
  CGPA,	
  publishing	
  
ranks	
  –	
  that	
  may	
  oNen	
  mask	
  impostership,	
  fear	
  to	
  spur	
  aggression	
  and	
  
insecurity..	
  	
  

•  The	
  problem	
  is	
  systemic!	
  	
  Rather	
  the	
  individual	
  being	
  blamed	
  as	
  ‘deviant’,	
  -­‐-­‐	
  
wherein	
  power	
  hierarchies,	
  reluctantly	
  release	
  agency,	
  and	
  in	
  which,	
  an	
  
instance	
  of	
  speaking	
  correct	
  English	
  (the	
  Queen	
  or	
  US	
  Imperial	
  Power)	
  is	
  a	
  way	
  
to	
  obliterate	
  and	
  subjugate?	
  	
  

•  Restraining	
  ‘field	
  work	
  and	
  theoriza1on’	
  is	
  poli1cal!	
  When	
  ‘reluctantly	
  allowed’	
  
to	
  prelude	
  it	
  with	
  ‘the’	
  literature	
  review’	
  	
  is	
  usually	
  ‘shelter’	
  sought	
  in	
  canonic	
  
literatures	
  to	
  mask	
  power	
  –laden	
  impostership?	
  	
  

Thus	
  departments,	
  as	
  vital	
  seeding	
  grounds	
  to	
  broader	
  academia,	
  
need	
  an	
  outside:	
  a	
  space	
  where	
  one	
  can	
  be	
  a	
  musician,	
  an	
  arAst,	
  a	
  
poet,	
  a	
  cook,	
  an	
  explorer	
  (or	
  even	
  a	
  mafia	
  don).	
  And	
  is	
  there	
  need	
  to	
  
vision	
  a	
  department	
  as	
  a	
  manifestaAon	
  of	
  this	
  larger	
  vision	
  to	
  ac1vely	
  
support	
  outsides?	
  



‘high	
  grade	
  publishing’	
  emerge	
  from	
  
a	
  slower	
  reflecAve	
  and	
  necessarily	
  
longer	
  material	
  history	
  that	
  lies	
  
outside	
  academia.	
  It	
  oNen	
  entangles	
  
art,	
  theater,	
  music,	
  craN,	
  and	
  
wandering	
  aimlessly	
  the	
  street!	
  

Screen	
  Shot	
  from	
  the	
  film	
  Jaane	
  Bhi	
  Do	
  Yaaro	
  





1.	
  Working	
  through	
  thickness:	
  
material	
  histories	
  &	
  Traversing	
  
landscapes:	
  Ladakh,	
  Zanskar	
  1982-­‐2017	
  

Benjamin	
  BW	
  Prints	
  1982-­‐83	
  &	
  2017-­‐18	
  	
  Detail	
  of	
  Ceramic	
  slab	
  of	
  Ladakh-­‐Zanskar	
  Lamayuru	
  



Material	
  histories	
  &	
  
Traversing	
  landscapes:	
  
Ladakh,	
  Zanskar	
  1982-­‐2017	
  

Benjamin	
  1988	
  (?)	
  	
  Lamayuru	
  bordering	
  
Zanskar	
  .	
  Water	
  Color	
  on	
  brown	
  card	
  



Its	
  collaboraAve,	
  Bowl	
  by	
  Gitanjali	
  carving	
  by	
  Solly,	
  2020	
  around	
  
memories	
  of	
  Almora	
  -­‐	
  NandaDevi	
  &	
  Trishuli	
  



Its	
  always	
  collaboraAve,	
  Bowl	
  
by	
  Aasta	
  Sahal,	
  glazing	
  by	
  Solly,	
  

2020	
  





Ceramics	
  

The	
  sea	
  churned	
  Bowl	
  Solly,	
  
2023	
  



Pizza	
  Ovens	
  to	
  Forced	
  air	
  low	
  fired	
  Ceramic	
  kilns	
  interspaced	
  via	
  	
  7	
  
model	
  prototypes	
  2019-­‐24	
  Its	
  always	
  a	
  constant	
  experimentaAon	
  	
  

Computer	
  fan	
  
Secondary	
  
airflow	
  into	
  
chamber	
  via	
  2	
  
½	
  inch	
  GI	
  Pipe	
  	
  

Primary	
  forced	
  air	
  via	
  kitchen	
  
exhaust	
  fan	
  airflow	
  



Pizza	
  Ovens	
  –	
  that	
  went	
  thru	
  7	
  
model	
  prototypes	
  2019-­‐24	
  



A	
  4	
  yrs	
  old	
  imaginaAon	
  to	
  fly	
  to	
  Galaxies!	
  (the	
  Magic	
  School	
  bus	
  series)	
  
2002	
  made	
  Buoerfly	
  Winged	
  Stool	
  for	
  a	
  4	
  yr.	
  old	
  Kedar	
  	
  	
  *	
  	
  Re-­‐purposed	
  25	
  yr.	
  old	
  Burma	
  

teak,	
  Rose	
  wood,	
  copper	
  tubing,	
  Maple	
  Wood	
  Dowels	
  



WORKING	
  WITH	
  ‘WASTE’	
  :	
  Mahogany	
  and	
  
Rosewood	
  veneer	
  bonded	
  as	
  edging,	
  Maple	
  wood	
  dowels	
  on	
  

2-­‐8	
  mm	
  mahogany	
  waste	
  slab	
  



Our	
  analysis	
  of	
  a	
  dis-­‐membered	
  
phone	
  to	
  explore	
  the	
  social	
  basis	
  for	
  
replacement	
  &	
  customizaAon	
  among	
  
different	
  ‘techie’	
  youths:	
  those	
  with	
  
2	
  ½	
  to	
  3	
  Yrs	
  apprentenship	
  to	
  those	
  
who	
  have	
  5-­‐10	
  +	
  yrs	
  experience	
  

(Ustads)	
  

WORKING	
  through	
  ‘WASTE’-­‐II	
  and	
  new	
  
theoriza1on	
  



WORKING	
  through	
  
‘WASTE’-­‐III	
  



Benjamin	
  1988	
  (?)	
  	
  Lamayuru	
  bordering	
  
Zanskar	
  .	
  Water	
  Color	
  on	
  brown	
  card	
  

FROM	
  PRETTY	
  DRAWINGS	
  TO	
  TEXTURED	
  COLLAGES	
  TO	
  OPEN	
  UP	
  THE	
  POLITICAL	
  QUESTION	
  



Discovering	
  the	
  EVERYDAY	
  as	
  poliAcs	
  
to	
  then	
  connect	
  to	
  exploring	
  with	
  
autonomy	
  and	
  agency,	
  to	
  ‘meta’	
  themes	
  



art	
  exploraAon	
  for	
  the	
  Asian	
  Art	
  Archive	
  2016,	
  15	
  InvitaAons	
  Program	
  



exploraAon	
  for	
  the	
  Asian	
  Art	
  
Archive	
  2016,	
  15	
  InvitaAons	
  
Program	
  



1992-­‐93:	
  HSMI	
  –	
  Tuesday	
  ANernoon	
  Cartoons	
  to	
  reflect	
  a	
  post	
  –
colonial	
  dependency	
  in	
  the	
  Dutch-­‐	
  UN-­‐	
  SAARC	
  Aid	
  Program	
  







An	
  “academic”	
  illustraAons	
  	
  



Solly,	
  Rohit,	
  DeSouza	
  
with	
  Lawyer	
  Vincent	
  
traverse	
  Kurla	
  Gowthan’s	
  
paths	
  of	
  situated	
  
Portuguese	
  and	
  BriAsh	
  
colonial	
  situated	
  Land	
  
histories	
  materializing	
  
contemporary	
  conflicts,	
  
contestaAons	
  



The	
  Velakani	
  Shrine	
  in	
  the	
  Kurla	
  Gowthan	
  
reinforcing	
  a	
  living	
  memory	
  of	
  a	
  land	
  
grant	
  claimed	
  under	
  Portuguese	
  Roman	
  
law,	
  to	
  counter	
  the	
  Mumbai’s	
  planning	
  
authority	
  to	
  use	
  ‘slums’	
  spurred	
  urban	
  
renewal	
  	
  

From:	
  ‘Traversing	
  Situated	
  Histories’	
  TRANSACTIONS	
  RGS	
  Tang	
  et	
  al.	
  2023	
  



Solly	
  &	
  Vincent	
  walk	
  Kurla	
  Gowthan’s	
  along	
  paths	
  of	
  situated	
  
Portuguese	
  and	
  BriAsh	
  colonial	
  situated	
  histories	
  materializing	
  
today’s	
  Ames	
  



Aurangabad, 7th May 2022: The Bombay High 
Court’s Aurangabad bench has struck down Rule 
44(1)(i) of the Maharashtra Registration Rules, 1961, 
which required a person seeking registration of sale 
deeds for lands of a specific size to get a No 
Objection Certificate (NOC) from the appropriate 
body for land fragmentation. In light of section 8B of 
the Maharashtra Prevention of Fragmentation and 
Consolidation of Holding (Amendment) Act, 2015, a 
circular issued by the Inspector General of 
Registration and Controller of Stamps (IGRCS) on 
July 12, 2021, mandated the enclosure of permission 
from the concerned authority based on Rule 44(1)(i). 
The circular prohibited Sub-Registrars from 
registering any sale or transfer deed unless there was 
no objection from the appropriate authority. The 
asserted Rule was adverse to section 34 of the 
Registration Act, 1908, and expressly outside the 
powers provided under section 69 of the Registration 
Act, 1908.  

Maharashtra: Now You Can Register Even 1 
Guntha Land On Purchase, Bombay High 
Court Rules  
https://www.punekarnews.in/maharashtra-now-you-can-
register-even-1-guntha-land-on-purchase-bombay-high-
court-rules/ 







Varied	
  Landscapes	
  held	
  
in	
  Ontological	
  and	
  
Epistemic	
  Equivalence	
  	
  
Land’s	
  Situated	
  Histories	
  
disrupt	
  binaries	
  of	
  Pre-­‐
Colonial	
  –	
  Colonial	
  –	
  Post	
  
Colonial	
  



Shop	
  Talk:	
  	
  	
  
Here,	
  the	
  materiality	
  of	
  land	
  as	
  territory	
  is	
  
revealed	
  via	
  the	
  ‘shop	
  talk’	
  of	
  small-­‐Ame	
  
builders,	
  bank	
  officials	
  cerAfying	
  property	
  
documents	
  via	
  senior	
  managers	
  to	
  local	
  field	
  
agents,	
  brokers,	
  lawyer	
  consultants,	
  
architects	
  with	
  numerous	
  resident	
  co-­‐op	
  
socieAes.	
  Importantly,	
  this	
  shop	
  talk	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  
clinical	
  law,	
  but	
  of	
  it’s	
  spaAality	
  where	
  
indeterminate	
  gaps	
  and	
  ambiguity	
  suggest	
  
possibility,	
  but	
  also	
  contests	
  with	
  other	
  
counter	
  moves.	
  Thus,	
  the	
  focus	
  field	
  involves	
  
the	
  following:	
  	
  For	
  the	
  yin,	
  it’s	
  ‘governance’	
  
of	
  North	
  American	
  derived	
  planning	
  
instruments	
  like	
  FAR	
  morphing	
  into	
  other	
  
instruments	
  to	
  ‘fix’	
  property	
  under	
  PPPs,	
  
especially	
  TDR	
  by	
  the	
  Mumbai	
  city	
  
corporaAon.	
  However,	
  it's	
  the	
  Yang	
  that	
  
overpower,	
  and	
  importantly,	
  enjoys	
  its	
  
power	
  centre	
  within	
  that	
  same	
  insAtuAon:	
  
legislaAon	
  of	
  the	
  ‘Small	
  Repairs	
  
Law’	
  (ScruAny	
  of	
  Repairs	
  DC	
  regulaAons	
  of	
  
33-­‐6)	
  allow	
  lease-­‐based	
  occupier	
  tenants,	
  
and	
  landlords	
  to	
  ‘improve’	
  property.	
  	
  

These	
  are	
  bureaucraAcally	
  negoAated	
  spaces	
  
just	
  as	
  the	
  ones	
  for	
  chawls,	
  opened	
  up	
  via	
  
secAon	
  33(7),	
  33(7)A	
  And	
  33(7)B	
  of	
  the	
  
Redevelopment	
  of	
  Old	
  Buildings	
  And	
  Housing	
  
SocieAes	
  connect	
  to	
  the	
  further	
  spaAality,	
  Yang	
  
reinforcing,	
  ‘tenable	
  repairs’	
  for	
  dilapidated	
  
structures	
  under	
  	
  SecAon	
  353B	
  allowing	
  
occupants	
  to	
  ‘renovate	
  at	
  will’,	
  building	
  on	
  the	
  
spaAality	
  opened	
  up,	
  via	
  secAon	
  342	
  of	
  BMC	
  
Act,	
  1988	
  (amended	
  All	
  date),	
  the	
  following	
  
“tenantable	
  repairs”.	
  The	
  ‘yin’	
  as	
  a	
  seed,	
  can	
  
be	
  thought	
  of	
  the	
  D.C.R	
  33(14)D	
  (Permanent	
  
Transit	
  Tenement)	
  are	
  constructed	
  in	
  situ	
  by	
  
giving	
  incenAve	
  FSI,	
  or	
  then	
  it’s	
  ‘fungible	
  FSI’	
  –	
  
that	
  fuel	
  the	
  ‘slum	
  redevelopment	
  scheme’.	
  	
  



Data	
  bere>	
  of	
  it’s	
  societal	
  embedding	
  and	
  connected	
  to	
  the	
  poli1cs	
  of	
  
everyday	
  prac1ce	
  o>en	
  lays	
  the	
  ground	
  for	
  systemic	
  violence	
  







Utopian	
  Academia:	
  Lefebvre’s	
  Academia	
  
of	
  Enjoyment	
  	
  
•  An	
  emancipatory	
  potenAal	
  
relates	
  to	
  spaces	
  of	
  creaAon:	
  as	
  
individuals	
  and	
  as	
  groups	
  	
  

•  diverse	
  ways	
  to	
  explore	
  and	
  
think,	
  shape	
  an	
  insAtuAon’s	
  
socializaAon	
  

Is	
  about	
  psycho-­‐material	
  that	
  
denotes	
  how	
  individuals	
  and	
  
mostly	
  in	
  various	
  groups	
  
appropriate	
  spaces	
  within	
  the	
  
“commodity”	
  process.	
  	
  







‘Field	
  Work’	
  generates	
  new	
  ‘Theory’	
  :	
  
exploring	
  spaces,	
  unbound	
  key	
  (does	
  not	
  

ever	
  come	
  from	
  pre-­‐defined	
  ‘Literature	
  
Reviews’)	
  

Thelonious	
  Monk	
  25	
  Aps	
  for	
  Musicians	
  



Academia’s	
  	
  Existen1al	
  Crisis:	
  Disconnected,	
  Depressed,	
  &	
  
Disciplined	
  	
  

•  PoliAcs	
  of	
  this	
  conceptual	
  crisis:	
  
Lack	
  of	
  Space	
  for	
  SubstanAve	
  
Field	
  Work	
  to	
  the	
  divide	
  
between	
  theory	
  and	
  ‘data’	
  
collecAon;	
  	
  

•  Arm	
  Chair	
  types	
  creates	
  “theory”	
  
based	
  on	
  ‘data’	
  contracted	
  out	
  
to	
  the	
  ‘naAve	
  informants’	
  

	
  

§  	
  	
  P@R	
  (Persons	
  at	
  Risk	
  in	
  both	
  
the	
  “North	
  and	
  South”)	
  :	
  	
  M-­‐
Phils;	
  Doctoral;	
  Post	
  
Docs;	
  Asst.	
  Prof.	
  …	
  


